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INTRODUCTION

1. The first annual report was svbmitied to the Sscrelaries of State fov
Defence and for the Hnvirvonment in Septembar 1979 and covered the first 4
meetings of the Groun, Bince then we have held % meetings: the fifth at
County Hall, Bxater on 18 September 1979; the sixth at HQ Cdo Forces RM,
Plymouth on 4 December 1979; and the meventh al County Hall, Ixeter on 24
March 1980, 4 statement has been issued to the Press after esch meetine.

2. Our supporting Working Parily have held 4 meetings snd we ave grateful to
them for their coniicued assistance. The GO0 SWDIST provided the Chairmen
Tor the firat twe yezrs until July 3980 when, in accordance with their
congtitution; the Daritmocr National Park Officer took cver as Chairman,

__PUBLIC ACCESS

G We are umable to repoxt any further increases in public sccess during
this peried,

4. The Working Party have consgidered the possibility of allowing access

to the Yavy Cleave when the existbing small arms ranges on Willsworthy are in
use. However, the military state that for safedy woasons this is not possible
whilst sotivities on these ranges remazin as thoy are. The Ngiional P@PY have
expressed concexrn that the Tairly regular use of the ranges al weskends
prohibits access to the Tavy Cleave st the times when the public mest wigh to
g0 there. These ranges are open to the public For the whole of August, for all
bt one weekend each month, for sll Public Holidays znd many oiher dsys when
firing is not programmed,

The future is in part dependent on the outstanding guestion of the eleciric
rengas vhich the miiitary need for their twsining. We expcet that this is a
mabier which we will have to conmider in the coming yesz.

5. The measures te increass visual surveillance which were baing introduced
to improve public safletby and were mentionszd in ocur last report hove, with fwo
exceptiong, now been pul inbo effect. 1 first exception is the provision of a
lookout post oo the Willsworthy Ranges which it has been agreed shonld await

sy reorgsaisation of the ranges., The second concerns the construction of &
lockeout post on Cut Hill about wnich ihe Hational Park Commititee have maintained
an objection: ‘they belisve that it would be batier o conszerve the landscape
than increase access and accept it thaet on cecasions the
military weuld bhave to conbinue to closs both Okbuamrton and Mervivale ranges
when either one was being used., Ve have besn informed that the MOD zecspt this

»

position for the time bejpg although 1t involwves them in extrs expense.
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small arms firing, The military have reminded us that, at our first meeting,
they gave an assurance 'that stringent conditions will be applied to ensure that
the level of fiviung will be kept to the minimum necessary to meet the csgential
operational training requirements of the Commando forces and other Units." In
1979, instead of using the ranges for the anticipated 72 days artillery znd
mortar firing, the Services in fact used them for only 16 days. We are informed
that this under-usage was due not only to the fact that troops normally based in
the SW were deployed to Worthern Ireiand, Belize, Hong Kong and Rhodesia but
also to firing being transferred elSCMHwTu whenaver possible. The National
Park pressed for all firing to be transferrved elsevhere - at least as long as
the Northern Ireland situation continues., The MOD representatbives could not
agree to this but they confirmed again the vnderteking given at our fivsi
meeting., Whilst we welcome the reduction that has occurred in 1979, we
recognise that thiq cannot be regarded as a regular benefit although we ars
informed by the military that the ussge figures for 1980 are expected to be
similar.

¥e are agreed that fthis matter will be kept under vegular review and lhe
Wational Park snd Countryside Commission have masde it clear that this is a
matter to which they will wish to return.

LY, CONSIRVATTON

8, We are informed that a report on high moorland vegetation and breeding
bird populstions has been produced by the Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds for the National Park Authority and that a h:gh Moorland Conservalion
group of scientists has met on three cccasions but has not yet asked wmanagers
to join it as envisaged in Paragraph 10 of our 1ast report.

9.  As regards the survey of archaeological sites, we understand thebt there

are net nany sites to be added to the present scheduled ones, and that work

on this is proceeding and should be compieted by the end of the year,
Congideration will then be given to the desiraebilily of marking the archaeological
aites.

10, As 2 regull of the proposged move 40 an ares around Cramber Tor for dry
training (Paragraph 11 below refers), ihe military, at the request of the
National Park, have agreed to give up digging rights in Guiier Tor and
Legistor areas of Ringmoor Nerth, thus zaving two aress of known arvchasologicsl
remaing.,

Ve o THANSEER OF MILITARY TRATNING - SRAMBER TOR

T1. The Llast but one parsgraph of the White Paper stated “the Ministry of Defence
will immedistely begin discussions with all concerned on the guestion of ftransfer
of training from the Mational Trust lsnd at Ringmoor %o snother part of the
Hational Paexk®. The Ministry of Defence favoured Cramber Tors; the National Park
and the Countryside Commission imnsdiately indicated sirong objections to this
ares. Lady Sharp contemplated a search to find the least damaging aliernative and
the National Park said that this wust be underitekern and asked that the National
Trust should be a party to the discussiong

We asked the Working Party fto ewamine possible sites, noting that the White Paper
envipgaged that these would bz in Yanother part of ithe Wational Parkh,




2. We invited the Hational Trust to spe of our meetings when it was made clear
that the chances of their being prepared tc allow the resumption of training on
Ringmoor were very slimy the Countryside Commission subsequently pursued this with
the National Trust who finally confirmed this view.

1%,  The Working Parly subsequently repnrted to us on a number of siies but they
concluded that the least damaging altervative to Ringmoor was an area on Cramber
Tor. Attention then turned te the safeguands which should be adopted to minimise
the effect of training. We recognised throughout the negotiations that there
was an urgent need to find a replacement for Ringmoor as the Services had bLeen
without as extensive dry training facilities close to Plymouth since their use
of the National Trust land on Ringmoor for the full range of dry training had
ceased in December 19763 this was when the Leases from the Nationsl Truslt ended
and were not renewed on the cold basis,

14, After lengthy negotiations a compromise proposal to use an area around
iramber Tor under clogely specified conditions for a txial pericd of two years
proved acceptable to both the Ministry of Defence and the Dartmocr Naticonal Park
tuthority. %he proposal has not been asccepted by the Couniryside Commission but
the Circular 7/77 consuliation wasg net objected o by the National Park suthority.
The landowners awve agreeable 1o the use of the land but we undersiand legel
difficulties have delayed the completicn of licences to train.

V1. MILTTARY STRUCTURES

15. We have discussed whether the remacins of the Rippon Tor rifle range could be
removed., Ye were informed by the Ministry of Defence that their use of tnis rangs
ceased in 1977, when the lease expired, and that negotiatiocns nad taken pisce
hetwaen them and the landowners but that agreement could not be reachsd on the
reingtastement of the land under the terms of the lease. We weres glso informed
that reinstatement would be costly and that the owner was agsinst inis veing done
because Yo did no® see how such expenditure from public funds covwld be jvstified
and that he had accepted the land in its current state. We accepied tha’t the
Ministry of Defence cannot act without the permission of the owner and that in the
clroumstances there is nothing they or our Group can do.

1,

16, We have been informed that ceriain military structures, such az disazed
lookout huts and observation posts cn the Olkehampton Ranges, have already been
removed and theb action is in hand to remove others,

VII. CRITICTEM OF THE STEERING GROUP

17,  During the past year, conservabtior and cother bodies huve criticisad us upon
the grounds that we are ineffective and that we meet in private and these bodiss
do not know what we arve deoing. We recognise that these hedies bhave a gonuing
interest znd concern in what is being zchieved or dene tc proilect the Hational
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Park; part of the answer is that such bodies ave often not prepared to accept the
conclugions in the White Paper. We said in our last Annual Repoxt that "ithose

who expect msjor reductions in wililary btraining as a resull of our work are likely
te he disappointed. Preogress shewld instead be gouvght in the cumualative effect of
g wide variety of minor improvements ...!" This is still our view.

18, HNeverthneless, since we first met, a number of developments have ltaksn place
which, when viewed from the standpoint of the congexveibicn boedies, can be sgen as
@ conaolidaticn of or extension of the wilitany presence on Dartmoor. Tha m
examples are:

-

-




heveplance
eauli of

The couptructicn in very prominent places of
mogy unwelcome intrusions (in fact, a direct o
reguirements ),

Acveptance of

obstacle courae

These develonments

19, Tgually
National Paxk

Lengthy discuss
amtar

area on Lr

Compiromnises
acceptancs by
lockeut posts

Acceptance Ty

¥ Por and the

on the d

v (in fact,

leckout posts seen ag

sequence of safety

P

truction of
in Okeheampton Camp.

the cons small training compound and

were all processod by our consultative machinery.

if viewed from the other side events could be interpreted as the
improving

its position. Some examples are:

2008 on the Services!

severs

proposals for the dry training
regtrictions iwmposed on them.

: of lookout posts and

the Services of Natignal Park objections %o both

siting and dgtailed.coh viruction of the small draining compound

gt Ckehawpton,

Restrictions

impoged by the Services

to minimise artillery and mortar

firing.
20, We sholl review our meihod of working during the course of the coming yemy.
Ag bo holdimg oux meotj g3 in private, ve consider that this is preferable because
it encourages constructive discussion in place of gterile debate.
21, Oux main nandicap iw that the scody for change whelher from ihe Wilitery or
the Neticmal Park's standpoint within the limits of the White Paper iz not in
gome major respects as grest ag some would wish to believe,
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